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From the 
President: 

All Rotary 

Fellowships 

report 

back to RI 

annually.  

John 

ZL2JPM 

gives us a 

copy of his 

report 

here. 

 

Three years ago, at the Sydney Convention, I had 

the honour of becoming President of our 

Fellowship. 

Looking back, three years seems quite a long time 

ago and as with most Rotary appointments, I 

wouldn�t have missed the opportunity and am 

now very pleased to both welcome and support Mr 

Ed Tyler (N4EDT) as our new President. 

Rotary fellowships bring their own joys and 

challenges. Coming together as Rotarians with a 

common interest and communicating with one 

another via amateur radio greatly enlarges the 

value of Rotary life. 

But behind the scenes there is also the vital task 

of coordinating and administering the Fellowship 

across dozens of countries and ensuring that 

members� expectations are met � particularly at 

the annual Convention. This is the work carried 

out by your President and fellowship Officers. 

Believe me, the work behind the scenes in any 

fellowship, ours included, can sometimes seem 

like �herding cats�. Any assistance or support 

given by members to the Fellowship�s Officers is 

always welcomed and gratefully acknowledged. 

Acknowledgements. 

Thanks are due to many members and Officers. 

Firstly, thanks to our new members who joined us 

this past year and ongoing thanks to those who 

participate in our weekly nets � despite difficult 

propagation; without you all, our Fellowship would 

shine less brightly. 

I thank all our Officers � noting Secretary Phil 

(N5WHO) for his work this year; ANZO VP Phil 

(VK2MCB) also took on the job of recording 

worldwide net activities; Webmaster Bill (VK4ZD); 

Newsletter Editor Diane (VK4DI); incoming 

President Ed for his leadership with the USA net 

and helping to provision the Toronto Convention 

Booth and USCB VP Joe (AF1E) for helping to get 

traffic onto our DSTAR reflector node. A special 

acknowledgement also goes to Jeff Brennan 

(AC7IJ) who provided legal assistance to sort out 

our banking issues. I note our new treasurer, 

Ingo (KK6WEB), is busying himself taking over 

the reins from past treasurer Ed (N4EDT). 

I also acknowledge the excellent support IFROAR 

has had from Japan (88 members) and RIBI (22 

members) and particularly welcome the renewal 

of membership in the USA (46 members paid into 

the future). 

Membership. 

The compelling reason to improve fellowship 

administration was the historical inadequacy of 

our membership and financial records. I wrote 

and tested an Excel-based System and introduced 

it at Atlanta Convention. This a prototype 

administration system, along with a more 

systematic approach to subscription renewal has 

produced very encouraging results. Our database 

has 441 entries � all of whom paid at least one 

subscription over the past 10 years. In 2016, 

paid-up membership stood at no more than 
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120 members, but the introduction of the 

administration system has helped to raise this to 

179 members � many of whom have paid for 5 

years. 

The prototype system is now complete. It 

integrates all fellowship accounting, membership 

records, region records, automated 

communications for sub renewal and sub 

receipting, statistics, financial reports and more. 

Unfortunately, providing international access to it 

has been hampered by unsatisfactory 

performance that now needs to be overcome 

(internet bandwidth issues � not dissimilar to 

remote operation of a HF Station). Working 

satisfactorily in a �local� environment has been 

invaluable, but the future calls for faster access 

from anywhere. The prototype will be handed 

over to the incoming administration and it can 

either be used as it is, or extended to a more 

efficient platform that improves accessibility from 

anywhere in the world. 

Our statistics are appended for interest and I�m 

sure everyone would agree that the effort to 

reach out to all potential members needs to 

continue and alongside that, increased 

participation levels in member-member 

communication via amateur radio. 

New Initiatives. 

The HF QSO has been the traditional way our 

members have interacted for decades. 

Transcontinental nets have been very successful 

in the past linking all regions - with modest 

equipment in the shack and similarly modest 

antennas (for most of us). My own introduction to 

ROAR, 8 years ago, was with a simple G5RV and 

an ICOM7000 into an auto tuner. I had little 

difficulty with the ANZO-Europe Net, but as the 

years progressed, propagation deteriorated as 

solar flux collapsed. Today, a Beam, a Kilowatt 

and a top range transceiver is the starting point 

for feasible HF intercontinental networking: a 

huge investment indeed! 

Our Fellowship stands on the shoulders of years of 

amateur innovation and experimentation and I 

believe that our value to current and future 

members lies in additional modes of radio 

communication. To that end, I worked with a 

DSTAR team in New Zealand to provide IFROAR 

members with a � reflector � . This service has 

been provided gratis and I acknowledge the 

kindness of Phil (ZL2RO) and Tony (ZL2EZ) in 

providing DCS626 (E) for IFROAR members. 

Accessing DSTAR or DMR Digital modes has 

become even easier. Modest in cost, easy to set-

up and use, outstanding voice and data quality 

and truly global in reach, it is hard to see any 

down-side to these supplementary communication 

modes for IFROAR�s traditional HF members or as 

primary modes for our new members.  I don�t 

believe that it matters much which mode you 

choose because interconnection between DSTAR 

and DMR is now available! 

I welcome new interest in DSTAR or DMR and 

hope to see members on the DCS626 reflector 

soon (www.626.nz). Join with Joe (AF1E), Phil 

(VK2MCB) and John (ZL2JPM) and swell the 

numbers on our DSTAR reflector (DMR also works 

on this reflector). 

Similarly, the upsurge in HF digital modes such as 

FT8 has sparked new enthusiasm around the 

world as propagation deteriorates. These modes 

provide extremely reliable, global, QRP, low-

speed, character- based QSOs and there is no 

reason why IFROAR members wishing to setup 

nets can�t do so. You CAN have a QSO on these 

modes � it�s the �New Morse�. 

Administration, Finances and Funding. 

At the previous AGM, the question of 

Incorporation arose. The driver for this was 

twofold: RI encourages fellowships to incorporate 

and, historically, IFROAR�s banking was 

essentially the liability of past treasurer Ed. 

Incorporation imposes significant governance and 

compliance challenges for a global membership 

entity like IFROAR. Advice from Jeff Brennan 

(AC7IJ) helped to re-establish our banking in the 

name of IFROAR � operating as an unincorporated 

entity. Liability still rests with members, but the 

risks associated with our mode of operation are 

extremely small. Proceeding to incorporate 

IFROAR is a decision for the future. 

The Fellowship has steadily accumulated funds 

which have traditionally been spent on services 

and facilities at Convention. Annual fees are 

modest and benchmark well with other 

Fellowships. The attached statements of Financial 

Performance and Position report an extremely 

robust situation and it is timely to consider how 

these funds can best be used to improve the 

accessibility of Amateur Radio to all of our 

members � wherever they are. 
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Rotary International rules limit the accumulation 

of Fellowship funds � for good reason. Fellowships 

should be focussed on inclusive and participative 

membership � in our case, increasing the 

participation of our members in Amateur Radio. I 

will be moving a motion at the AGM to give the 

President delegated authority to resource 

initiatives that have potential to benefit �all 

members� through new technologies or services 

that would improve their interactions between 

each other using Amateur Radio. 

In conclusion. 

I acknowledge the honour given to me these past 

three years through service as your President. I 

am delighted to pass the baton and the badge to 

incoming President Ed. I wish him well for his 

term and would be pleased to offer him my 

support � as I�m sure all of you would also do. 

73�s John (ZL2JPM) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational from June 20
th

 �June 30th 

Our sincere Thanks to Darius Tatarski  VE3BR who kindly offered to apply for the Special Event Callsign 

VE3R on our behalf.  

Chris Bigelow VA3ECO, who without hesitation offered his remotely controlled station for ROAR to use 

during the RI Convention in Toronto. 

Please Note: Chris is located some 1500 kms to the west of Toronto in Kenora. 

Chris has taken the time to train Bill VK4ZD / KG5SDI and Diane VK4DI / AG5JI in the use of the                              

remote station. 

We appreciate the help of these 2 Gentlemen Hams 

Neither are Rotarians but have shown  true �Service Above Self�

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

AGM in Toronto.  

The details are: Metro Toronto Convention 

Centre, Room 809,  23, June 2018 from 

12:30-14:00 . 

This is a time that has no clashes with any 

other convention activities and we urge 

attendance 

 



4 | P a g e  
 

 

 
 
PE Ed Tyler N4EDT & Terry 
 
 
 
Family 

 

My wife, Terry and I and a hyperactive 4 year old, 

5 pound Shih Tzu named Cookie, live in Pell City.   

We are blessed with many wonderful friends and 

enjoy life in a small community of Morningside.  

Our neighbors quietly tolerate the antennas place 

on the back of our property.   

 
Ham Radio 

 

I first became acquainted with amateur radio 

when I was 13 years old.  The code requirement 

and life intervened and delayed my obtaining a 

license as a teenager.  I finally got my technician 

license July of 2004.  I completed my 5 word per 

min code test the last day of October 2007 and 

was awarded a General License November the 

14th 2007, over fifty years after I first started.  

The code requirement was eliminated 2 weeks 

later.  I apologize to amateur radio community for 

delaying the abolition of the code requirement for 

fifty years.  I will try to do better!   I earned my 

Extra Class on 2-3-13, age 71! 

 

Since obtaining my General License I have been 

very active on HF. I completed my WAS Triple 

Play, number 220, in March of 2009 and have 

been working on DXCC since then. I changed my 

call sign from KI4GKS to N4EDT October 27, 2009 

and continue to pursue the DXCC.  I have finished 

the year of 2013 with over 200 countries 

confirmed, DXCC on Phone, RTTY, CW, 20m, 

17m, 15m, and 10m.  I am looking forward to 

adding some new countries and bands to my 

DXCC list during the coming year.  I currently 

have worked 233 countries all bands and all 

modes.  I have DXCC on Phone, RTTY, CW, 20m, 

17m, 15m, 12m, and 10m.  I am now working on 

getting DXCC on 80m and 40m. 

 

 

 

A Flex 6500 represents the core technology in my 

station.   

 

 
 

My Rotary Journey 

 

Rotary, for me, began in Richmond Kentucky.  I 

was blessed to be allowed to become a member 

of the prestigious Rotary Club.  That began a 

journey that has led me to become a Charter 

Member of the Bardstown, Kentucky Rotary Club 

and ultimately joined the Pell City, Alabama 

Rotary Club where I have held a number of 

positions.  I am a past president, and currently 

co-chair of our foundation committee but, I am 

best known for providing our speakers gifts, hand 

made pens.  

 

  
 

The ball point pens are hand turned from maple 

flooring that was salvaged from a historic mill that 

wove cotton fabrics from the early 1800s until 

just after the year 2000.   Those pens have been 

given to our speakers since 2007.  

 

Rotary has been and continues to be an important 

part of my life. 

 

ROAR 

 

I look forward to connecting with as many ROAR 

nets as possible and will gladly work schedules 

with ROAR members.  It is my wish to connect on 

the air with as many ROAR members as possible.  

That leads me to my goals as president of ROAR. 

 

We are blessed with many wonderful members 

that have chosen to affiliate with the International 

Fellowship Of Rotarians Of Amateur Radio.     
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Each of you have knowledge of Rotary and ROAR.  

Each of you have thoughts on how we can 

improve the Fellowship, ideas relating to how the 

Fellowship can reach additional Rotarian amateur 

radio operators.  We have numerous countries 

that have active Rotary Clubs that are not 

represented in the ROAR membership. 

 

The past few years we have been hampered by a 

quiet sunspot cycle that has limited propagation, 

making it difficult at times to conduct nets.      

The difficult but, not impossible challenge is to 

communicate on the air.  The Sunspots forecast 

for the next few years offers us a challenge.  

ROAR members can meet that challenge. 

 

I welcome your comments on what we can do to 

improve our fellowship.  I welcome your input on 

what we should do to meet the challenges of poor 

propagation and, changing technology.  The North 

American Transcon Net has been difficult over the 

past two years but we as Rotarians have 

exchanged information on the wonderful activities 

of our respective clubs.  The value of the 

information exchanged greatly exceeds the 

difficulties of communicating during a period of 

poor propagation. 

 

My ROAR Goals 

 

1. Expand our member�s knowledge and 

understanding of ROAR.   

2. More actively share information relating to 

the Rotary activities of our ROAR 

members. 

3. Expand the membership and develop a 

ROAR presence that mirrors Rotary 

membership world-wide. 

4. Encourage the leadership of ROAR to be 

innovative in their efforts to expand the 

ROAR membership through the appropriate 

application of available ROAR resources.  

 

 

I look forward to serving as your ROAR president 

and I look forward to your input on expanding the 

ROAR membership and enthusiasm.   

 

I hope to meet many of you in Toronto this 

month. 

 

73, 

 
Ed - N4EDT 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Klaus HB9CQS has recently celebrated his 

90
th

 Birthday and 70 years as an Amateur. 

 

Klaus is pictured front and centre in the picture 

taken at the AGM in Portugal 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IFROAR Accounts for 2017-2018 
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Office Bearers for 2018-2019

President    Ed Tyler N4EDT 

President Elect   TBA 

Imm. PP  John Moriarty ZL2JPM 

Secretary Phil Fleming N9HWO 

Treasurer Ingo Werk KK6EWB 

Webmaster Bill Main VK4ZD 

Editor  Diane Main VK4DI 

Regional Vice Presidents 

    Africa  Max Raicha 5Z4MR 

Australia-New Zealand-Oceania 

 ANZO  Phillip Byrne VK2MCB 

                                                           Asia  Shunichi (Shun) Fujii JI1SED 

Central Europe-North Africa-Eastern Mediterranean 

CENAEM Malcolm Campbell  PA3AHC 

RIBI  Great Britain Brian Whittaker G3LUW 

South America-Central America 

SACAMA  * open position * 

United States-Canada-Bermuda 

USCB East Joe Spears AF1E 

USCB West Steve Bloom KL7SB


